Book reviews
Practical Neurology by W B Matthews DM FRCP pp vii +256 27s 6d Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1963 The author's approach, as the title indicates, is essentially practical. The chapters deal not with diseases but with modes of presentation including headache, blackouts, dementia, and pain in the leg. The author starts with the explicit statement that a considerable proportion of neurological patients are undiagnosable when first seen, and deals with the way in which each type of patient can be managed to produce a cure, a diagnosis or both. The advice is evidently based on the author's own experience and is illustrated with brief case records. A number of these are concerned with sources of error, and he has included some of his own errors as well as his triumphs to avoid appearing to attribute errors exclusively to colleagues. He writes lucidly with a dry humour and the book is easy to read. It will be read with profit and pleasure by most neurologists interested in treatment, but it is intended particularly for those without formal neurological training. It fills a gap in the literature and will be widely useful to general practitioners and others who have to deal with such common problems as those mentioned above and, to quote some other chapter headings, giddiness, strokes and the incurable patient.
J M K SPALDING
Trauma to Nerves in Limbs by James E Bateman MD FRCS(C) pp xiii +453 illustrated $14 £4 18s Philadelphia& London: WB Saunders 1962 This monograph is based on the author's experience of 2,500 cases of peripheral nerve injury. It is well produced and illustrated with over 300 photographs and drawings. The anatomy of peripheral nerves and the pathology of their injuries are fully discussed. The clinical and other methods of investigation are described. The techniques of nerve repair and post-operative therapy are considered in detail. In discussion of the recovery after peripheral nerve injury, cases of spontaneous recovery are not separated from those of recovery after nerve suture. The claim for 100 % useful recovery following suture in cases of brachial plexus injury requires elucidation; that of 88 % useful recovery in cases of neurolysis after brachial plexus injury suggests that a number of the cases operated upon were recovering spontaneously. It would seem to the reviewer that a number of other sections in the book could have been omitted and replaced by a more detailed consideration of recovery after injuryspontaneous and following nerve suture. The cloaca is a kind of embryological roundaboutthe common starting place of many roads to maldevelopment. Though these anomalies are seen most often by the pEediatric surgeon, some pass unnoticed to adult life. Any surgeonproctologist, gynecologist or urologistwho works -in the pelvis needs to be aware of these embryological diversions, of the pitfalls in their management and the consequences of surgical error. The author has already contributed many valuable monographs to Australasian literature and this book, though including much that has been published before, is really a symposium of original research arnd cl:nical work at the Royal Children's Hospital, Melbourne, and its associated Research Foundation. An attempt has been made to clarify descriptive terms used in various parts of the world for similar anomalies.
Original anatomical work arising from very careful operative and post-mortem studies is described. Physiological examination of the urinary tract by up-to-date methods of ureteric electromanometry and cine-radiography have led to the formulation of new views. Some of the problems might appear to be too simplified. There are short sections on renal microdissection studies in relevant kidney abnormalities. It is a stimulating and refreshing volumeinformative though provocative. Surgeons by nature are often dogmatic but Mr Stephens has throughout backed his dogma by reasoning which has come from much careful investigation. The book is beautifully produced and lavishly illustrated in clear and original style. For the surgeon in training it is easy to read; surgical and diagnostic procedures are very clearly set out in 'programme form'. This book should be regarded as a 'must' for all pediatric departments. This is an account of the symposium held in Oxford in 1961 commemorating the birth of J S Haldane in 1860. The editors of the book were also responsible for planning the programme of the symposium. They are to be congratulated. The first part of the book opens with a brilliant biographical tribute by his friend and colleague, the late Professor Douglas, who opened the symposium. This was followed by seven further tributes, each by a world expert, reviewing the many aspects ofHaldane's work. His contributions to our knowledge of the chemistry and regulation of respiration, the natural acclimatization of man to high altitudes, and his contributions to present safety in the mining industry and in deep sea diving are all excitingly described. It is also especially appropriate that Haldane's deep interest as a philosopher should be commemorated by a brilliant essay by his son, J B S Haldane, on 'Quantum Mechanics and Biology'.
The second equally important section of this book is devoted to papers, and the discussions arising from them, concerning our current knowledge of the control of respiration. The behaviour of peripheral and central receptors and excitors within the nervous system received special examination in great detail. The physiological responses to carb6w-ioxide, -urrent work 'on acclimatization to altitude, and the challenge still presented to the physiologist in his continuing search for the cause of the ventilatory stimulus of exercise are all examined.
The book-contains a complete bibliography of ali J S Haldane's published work. This demonstrates more dramatically perhaps than anything else in this unique book the full measure of this remarkable scientist, philosopher, and explorer of manes environment. It is an exciting and important book.
GdeJ LEE The American Lecture Series -of Monographs published by Charles C Thomas has long been associated with readable critical studies on a wide variety of subjects. In this present volume Dr Furst projects his theory on the chemical basis of cancer which is based on the chelating activity of many anti-cancer drugs and he also convincingly argues in the converse direction regarding the carcinogenic activity of many metals, postulating that these metal ions probably enter the cell following the formation of a complex with a hypothetical carcinogen which is possibly a chelating agent. There is a most impressive bibliography in support of Dr Furst's hypothesis (624 references); unfortunately this impressive selection of references tends to act as a catalogue ofsubstances which share the property of chelation and anti-cancer activity or have carcinogenic properties. It seems unfortunate that the effects of chelating agents on cell surfaces and the possibility of altering physical properties of cells is not discussed. However, the chapter dealing with speculations on the design of new therapeutic agents in the treatment of cancer is extremely interesting.
As a fascinating catalogue of carcinogenic and anti-cancer substances this publication has succeeded admirably. As an easy-to-read monograph for those on the fringe fields ofthe biological and medical sciences, it would seem not to have met with the same success. The tenth edition of this book must stand comparison with more recent textbooks of mental deficiency, for instance that by Hilliard & Kirman. For a standard textbook on mental deficiency the chapters on pathology and those dealing with genetic or chromosomal faults are the weakest parts of the book, and the sections on mongolism and phenylketonuria are both out of date and poorly describedsurely diagrams are needed to illustrate the chromosomal abnormalities in mongolism and how these may be acquired.
On the other hand, the chapters dealing with the social consequences of subnormality are well done and the authors describe their own experience over the last ten years of a counselling
